The police found that the floor mats were removed and in the Avalon’s trunk. The New York
Times further reported that, on December 28, 2009, a New Jersey man managed, by shifting in
and out of neutral, to drive a 2007 Avalon to a dealership after it began speeding out of control.
After parking, the motor continued racing and the brakes and tires started smoking.

33.  In January 21, 2010, Toyota finally began a recall for a “vehicle-based” defect;
namely, defective accelerator pedal assemblies (“January 21 Recall”). Approximately 2.3 million
vehicles are affected by the January 21 Recall, which involved the following models:

2005 to 2010 MY Toyota Avalon;
certain 2009 to 2010 MY Toyota Corolla;
certain 2007 to 2010 MY Toyota Camry;
certain 2010 MY Toyota Highlander;
2009 to 2010 MY Toyota Matrix;

certain 2009 to 2010 MY Toyota RAV4;

2008 to 2010 MY Toyota Sequoia; and
2007 to 2010 MY Toyota Tundra.
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34.  According to the New York Times, the vehicles affected by the January 21 Recall
represented over 60% of Toyota’s total monthly U.S. sales from 2004 to 2009, based on a 12-
month moving average. The New York Times reported further that Toyota’s total U.S. sales
ranged from well over 100,000 to nearly 200,000 vehicles per month during that time.

35. In a letter to the NHTSA dated January 21, 2010, Santucci described the defect in
the accelerator pedal assemblies resulting in sudden and unintended acceleration reported in
some of its vehicles:

In accordance with the requirements of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle

Safety Act of 1966 and 49 CFR Part 573, on behalf of Toyota Motor Corporation

[“TMC”], we hereby submit the attached Defect Information Report Concerning a

voluntary safety recall of certain Toyota Tundra, Sequoia, Avalon, Camry,

Corolla, Matrix, RAV4, Highlander, and Pontiac Vibe vehicles. Toyota has

determined that a defect exists in the accelerator pedal assembly which may result

in the accelerator pedal becoming harder to depress, slower to return, or, in the
worst case, mechanically stuck in a partially depressed position.
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