Vehicles”). On January 29, 2010, Toyota expanded the January 21 Recall to China and to eight
Toyota models in Europe. Reportedly, over 9 million vehicles are affected worldwide.

THE TRUE CAUSE OF SUDDEN AND UNINTEDED ACCELERATION

IN SOME TOYOTA VEHICLES REMAINS UNCLEAR

39.  The public may still not know the true cause of sudden and unintended
acceleration. According to the New York Times, on April 19, 2008, witnesses saw a 2005
Toyota Camry accelerate out of control, jumped a curb and fly through the air before crashing
into a tree. The driver, Guadalupe Alberto, was killed instantly. The 2005 Camry is not among
the millions of Recalled Vehicles and also did not have floor mats at the time of the accident.
Reportedly, the crash is now being looked at as a possible example of problems with the
electronic system that controls the throttle and engine speed in Toyotas.

40.  Despite yet another accident, Toyota has been telling customers, since as early as
January 22, 2010, that it is “confident that your vehicle is safe to drive, and no action is required
at this time”, for drivers not experiencing an accelerator pedal that is “hard to depress, slow to
return or is unsmooth during operation”. On February 1, 2010, Toyota described the reason it
believes the accelerator pedals in recalled vehicles stick in a partially open position and
announced that, “[a] precision-cut steel reinforcement bar will be installed into the assembly that
will reduce the surface tension between the friction shoe and the adjoining surface”. According
to Toyota, “[w]ith this reinforcement in place, the excess friction that can cause the pedal to stick
is eliminated.”

41.  Toyota’s “solution” does not address the potential problem with electronic
throttles, which mounting evidence suggests is the true cause of reports of sudden and

unintended acceleration.
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